Our partner’s say…
[image: image1.wmf]"Thank you, everyone - participants, supporters and organisers - for a superb effort to rid our Biosphere Reserve of beach litter. Such great community support can make a real difference in enhancing our local environment and maintaining our "world class" UNESCO status. Whilst we
will need to repeat this exercise in future years, we must also focus on finding ways to reduce the amount of litter getting into the sea." Mike Moser, Chair, Biosphere Reserve Partnership.
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“Well done to everyone involved who took part in the Beach Clean this weekend and the North Devon Journal and their readers for the wonderful support throughout.  I greatly enjoyed taking part and was really impressed by the hard work, fun and community spirit from such a wide range of people, of all ages and interests.  The North Devon Coast AONB was delighted this event was dedicated to their 50th Anniversary Events Programme”.   Rose Day, Chair, North Devon Coast AONB
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“This biosphere beach clean has really highlighted just how much rubbish is ending up on our beaches.  I hope that this effort to raise awareness of the extent of the problem will somehow help to reduce the deluge of litter - we all desperately need to start taking responsibility  for our planet ; for starters at least to take our own litter off  the  beaches.  We all need to work together to find ways to have a positive impact on North Devon and this weekend's beach clean has demonstrated people's enthusiasm for getting involved”.   Hector Christie, Christie Estates
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“Thanks to the Biosphere Reserve for a super job organising the Beach Clean Weekend.  Great for our beaches, public engagement  and supporting our world class UNESCO Biosphere Reserve status. 

We had great weather and a good turnout, over 40 at one time and another.  Coastwise members were really appreciative of the support from Croyde Surf Club and Surf South West.  We left some of the heaviest stuff to them, lorry tyres and great tangles of fishing tackle.   We cleared everything we could, about 50 sacks of rubbish and a load of broken glass, in under 2 hours and left the beaches ready for the season, looking good again.  There was slightly less rubbish than in previous years, probably because of less on-shore wind,  but it was depressing to see all the junk we humans throw away on the beach and in the sea, which soon comes back to give us and wildlife a lot of grief.   
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Coastwise thanks to everyone who volunteered, and Parkdean at Ruda and Downend Car Park for their support, and to the Biosphere for helping us show we care about our coast.   Paula Ferris, Coastwise
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On Friday 19th March the kids of Parkham Junior School took part in their annual beach clean. This year they made it part of the Big Biosphere Beach Clean. 33 eager pupils and 11 willing volunteers cleaned a 200 yard stretch of beach at Portledge. This stretch of beach never gets cleaned because access to it is very difficult unless on foot. However, thanks to help from the staff and permission from the owners of The Portledge Estate to access the coast, the school was able to make a massive difference to this most beautiful stretch of protected coastline. 

Despite the rain the children and volunteers picked up 38 bags of rubbish in just over an hour. Afterwards they were rewarded with activities from National Trust volunteer Jenny Rogers and Ranald Kelly from Hallsannery. The beach clean was organised by Martin Dorey, a school governor and founder of the Beach Clean Network (www.beachclean.net), and led by Mrs Recycle.

Thanks to Mr and Mrs Canon and Lyn Bennet of the Portledge Estate for granting permission to access the beach. Also to Ben and the team of estate staff who helped out carting rubbish from the beach – despite the wet and muddy conditions.  Martin Dorey, Beach Clean Network
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“Thanks to all the volunteers who took part, we had a really good day with just over 11 bags of rubbish collected – a really good effort and a great way to get help Baggy Point look its best in time for Easter”  Jemma Lowin, National Trust Warden

This weekend was absolutely amazing with so many right minded people coming together to give something back to nature; It has left me with mixed emotions, I was so pleased to see such community spirit but on the other hand so sad to see so much man made litter being washed up on our beautiful North Devon beaches' 

This beach Clean was also happening all along the Atlantic Coast and other NEA2 project partners in Ireland, France Spain and Portugal, all reporting similar numbers of volunteers and an equally alarming  amount of rubbish. Isabelle Bromham, NEA2 North Devon Watersports project Officer

Whilst making the short film of the Beach Clean weekend I was totally impressed by the enthusiasm, humour, commitment and community spirit from all the volunteers.  I was surprised by the wide range of people taking part from all walks in life and their many different reasons for giving up some of their weekend. It’s great that the Biosphere Reserve organised this hugely successful event.  North Devon is an amazingly beautiful place, no wonder it is recognised for its’ world class status.  Jon Small, Visuallink

'A local resident later told me how he'd dragged his daughter down with
him to the clean-up, at the last minute. Neither having been before,
they were both surprised how much they'd enjoyed themselves.' Pete Yeo, Instow in Bloom

‘What a delight it was to see so many young people and other volunteers down here.  These kind of community events need to be encouraged.  This was a fantastic Biosphere Reserve initiative and it is wonderful that North Devon and Torridge  s Community have wholeheartedly supported it’. Cllr Andrew Eastman


‘I would like to thank everyone who came along and helped out with the beach clean over the weekend. There were times when the weather was not on our side.  It is really important that we keep our beaches clean and tidy for the residents of North Devon and holidaymakers to enjoy throughout the year’. NDC Cllr Des Brailey


"The Biosphere Reserve and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty designations highlight the world-class quality of this very special stretch of coastline. 

"This excellent event has achieved a great deal in terms of improving the amenity of the area's many beaches. However, what is equally impressive is the exceptional response shown by residents and community groups in getting stuck-in and showing their commitment to the health and conservation of their local environment.


"I'm delighted that Devon County Council has been able to support this initiative through the work of the Biosphere Reserve and AONB team."   Devon County Councillor Roger Croad, Cabinet Member for Environmental and Regulatory Services 

 

