BIOSPHERE RESERVE PARTNERSHIP MEETING Minutes

Friday 22nd January 2010

Civic Centre, Banrnstaple @ 9.30am

Members Present: Mike Moser (Chairman), Rose Day (AONB Chairman), Robert Down (Coastwise), Lesley Garlick (DCC),  , Emma Herrera (EA), Steve Pitcher (North Devon Plus), Paula Ferris (Coastwise), John Butterwith (NDFA), Tim Robins (Devon Sea Fisheries), Sarah Clarke (Devon Sea Fisheries), Isabel Bromham (North Devon Plus), Peter Howard, Derrick Spear (Tarka Trust), Cllr. Caroline Chugg (DCC), Michael Huntingford (RWE), Pete Jollands (Biosphere Foundation), Andrew Knights (Natural England), Mark Wallace (Beaford Arts),

Apologies: Robert Irving (Lundy Marine Conservation Zone Advisory Group), Steve Mulberry (NT), Emma Richardson(DWT), Sarah McLintoch (Finding Sanctuary), Cllr. Miranda Cox (TDC), Jerry Lee (NDC), Sarah Chesters (RHS), Mark Lyall (MoD), Richard Butler,  Brian Frazer-Smith (DAPC), Malcolm Harris (TDC)

NDCCS Present: Andy Bell, Tom Hynes, Matt Edworthy, Gigha Klinkenborg

	Item
	Issues
	Action agreed

	1. Chairman’s Introduction
	The Chairman expressed thanks to the NDC for hosting the meeting and welcomed everyone.  

The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Caroline Chugg to the Partnership.

He noted that TDC and NDC had just released their Joint Core Strategy for consultation - with the ethis of the Biosphere Reserve at its heart.  

The timetable for future meeting will be:

Friday 14th May 2010

Tuesday 7th September 2010 

Tuesday 18th January 2011 

Tuesday 17th May 2011 

Tuesday 20th September 2011 


	

	2. Minutes
	Minutes agreed
	

	3. Matters Arising


	Partnership attendance.  

AB circulated and explained the partnership meeting attendance figures.  He explained that some members only attended infrequently because meetings were not always relevant to their field, and/or they lived outside the area.  PH suggested that it was impossible to represent an entire University and that we should have experts in their own right.  He said he would sound out suitable members from each University.  The partnership agreed they were happy to move in this direction.  

Recommendations
· Alter the constitution to allow for corresponding membership

· Establish a committed core membership

· Write to non-attending members seeking their continued interest, thereafter if there is no more attendance, offer Corresponding member status. Such a rule to apply to all member organizations after 3 absences from the main meetings

· Offer technical or specific organisations roles on working groups

· Seek alternative members from elsewhere within the sector.

Parish Mail-outs.  

Eleven Parish Councils responded to the letter and 3 were requesting to learn more about the BR both from coastal parishes and elsewhere.  ME will be attending some of their meetings and carrying out presentations.  We want the PCs to work towards the 3 core objectives.  They will be able to get involved with this partnership.  RD commended ME for his work on this.  It is important to co-ordinate AONBs and PCs where appropriate.  PH suggested ME asked the partnership for assistance in visiting all these parishes.  TH reported that he had attended a ‘2nd hand’ BR presentation.  A Parish Champion will be appointed from the PCs. 

Recommendations: Send reminder letter, extra publicity, arrange more meetings and presentations.  

Hawthorn A2N Bid

ME outlined the project background.  The bid was submitted in December.  Some small amendments have been made during January.  We should hear the outcome before the next financial year.   £348k from NE if successful.  It would be a 3-year project with 1 part-time, and 2 full-time posts.  IB asked if it was connected to the Blue Gym project.  ME said they were aware of this.

Update on VIP Scheme

We have applied to Leader to run a project to encourage businesses to contribute to the area.  The EOI with L4TND is worth £130k over 2 years and will provide a 0.6 project officer.  Decision next week.  Match will be from DCC and EA of £20k over 2 years.
	Establish category of corresponding membership.

Core membership agreed as per amended list. (appendix)

Invitation to new members as agreed (IFCA, FWAG, other large landowner representation)

Write to members notifying of proposed list status. Establish the 3 absences rule.
See appendix 1
ME Send reminder letter, extra publicity, arrange more meetings and presentations.  



	4.
	Presentation on Atlantic Array

The Partnership received a presentation by Michael Huntingford of Zero Carbon Marine on behalf of RWE NPower regarding the proposed off-shore marine development.
(see appendix2)
	

	5. 
	Marine and Coastal Access Act and implications for the BR

· Presentations by Robert Down and Paula Ferris – Coastwise North Devon Background to the Marine Act Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) and Spatial Planning (appendix 3)

· Tim Robins and John Butterwith outlined Marine/Fisheries issues , which are increasingly in the news..  IFCA will have an office and patrol boat based in North Devon. They were very positive about Appledore - the oldest fishing port, rich in history and tradition.  They are very proud to be supportive of the BR and marine conservation and are pleased that the UK government adopted Lundy as the first MCZ.  In the area to the north of Lundy, (approximately 300 square kilometres) no fishing takes place between 1st December and 31st May.  This is a voluntary no fishing policy upheld by the NDFA members.  Belgium has also adopted the voluntary move.  He said that no other industry is told not to carry out their business without recompense, yet the fishermen are expected to.  One suggestion would be Marine set aside subsidies, similar to farmers.  The North Devon fishing industry has a wealth of knowledge of the marine areas and it is very important that this should be pooled. 

The chairman thanked John and Tim for their very important input. 


· North Devon Coastal Water Sports presentation by Isabel Bromham (appendix 4)
 
	

	
	Discussions/questions – The recommendations are:


· formulate BR response to the Marine Spatial Planning consultation

· establish a working group for marine/estuarine issues

There were concerns among Devon estuary officers that we had been put in the ‘West Inshore’ group which splits up the DMF although it follows the SMPO.  Devon estuary officers would like to see the whole of the South West as one bit.  The Partnership would support that.  The chairman asked what partnership saw as the BR’s role.  There is a great shortage of marine expertise and no publicly funded experts at all in north Devon.  It was suggested that, based on the ecosystem approach, we should be more concerned about the whole channel and we must be careful when looking at this from land.  Coordination is needed with the Welsh side.
We need to establish a small working group who can draw together North Devon’s BR input.  Additionally, there is a review of the Estuary Management Plan at the moment.  This will raise expectations of the management of the estuary.  We should seek funding for a marine technical officer who could also be estuary manager - a gap that has not been filled since 1999.  DCC would support this but it is not a good time to look for funding or new posts.  Marine issues should be dealt with by one person. 
MCZs such as Lundy is highly protected and others should be able to take into account the fishing needs of the NDFA.  Finding Sanctuary are the steering group to find the MCZs, guided by NE.  FS will recommend a series of MCZs.  Each one will be assessed for vulnerability by the regional steering group.  Management measures brought in by MMO and IFCAS will be very disciplined.  Size is speculation at this point.  A lot will depend on what FS come out with.  Government indicated that 24% should be protected.  The guidelines for criteria have been put back to June, so should the report as the time schedule is too short, we need more time to do the job properly.

A working group should be established for a five year period who can choose a chairman from their number.  We need to draw up a ToR in order for the working group to develop recommendations for the Partnership
Suggested position statement on the Atlantic Array
This is a chance for the BR to show leadership and build consensus towards a full position signed up to by all the partners. 10% of the array IS within the BR.

· Strongly support a large-scale increase in the production and use of renewable energy within the Biosphere Reserve, alongside a major effort for energy efficiency 

· Will seek to work constructively with the developers to ensure that the Atlantic Array becomes an exemplar for offshore wind energy for conservation, quality of science and participation– inside a world class BR

· Provide a forum for concerned member organisations to work together, data exchange and provide leadership for outcomes which benefit the BR and are acceptable to the Partnership. 

· Retain the right as the Partnership or as individual members to criticise/object to aspects of the proposed development which do not meet the principles of the BR 

· Seek comprehensive EIA/SEA and outcomes which make a net positive contribution to the environment, economy and quality of life of the communities of the area and our contribution to addressing climate change. Developers to share the findings of the surveysPromote quality of research and participatory approaches. 
MH reported that archaeology would be surveyed before, and observed during the construction. 

The position statement should now be drafted in full, and circulated for comment to all Partners

	Establish a marine and estuarine group to provide technical input to the application of the Marine Act.

Initial tasks to respond to Marine spatial planning proposals, provide a Biosphere Reserve response and proposals fro MCZ allocation in the Biosphere Reserve.

Proposed position statement to be developed in full and circulated for comment prior to approval

	6
	Wind Energy Policy for Torridge Consultation Document.

AB introduced the compiled response to the proposed wind energy policy. Partnership wished to emphasise that there should be options for a trade-off between ‘on’ and ‘off’ shore wind.
North Devon and Torridge should have a strong renewable energy policy covering the whole of the BR even though there are a lot more proposals in Torridge at the moment.
. 

The AONB has submitted its response.


	AB amend the response as necessary.


	7
	Revised draft of Estuary Management paper

Presentation by AB papers attached

It was requested that dates of consultation were sent out well on advance.
	

	8
	Shoreline Management Plan consultation response – AB circulated the recent response to the SMP.
	

	9
	AOB  

EA asked for help on the regional habitat programme to compensate for coastal squeeze.  A Government target is to recreate natural saltmarsh habitat so if any partners are aware of any fields/patches of land the might be used.  It will be funded through agri-environment and therefore HLF payments would be available for individuals or land purchase.  1600ha per year nationally is needed.

The chairman reported a serious outbreak of Phytophthora, a fungal tree disease also known as Sudden Oak Death.  It has recently shifted from hosting on Rhododendron to hosting also on larch.There have been 8 - 10 incidences in the SW where larch plantations were seriously affected and the disease has ‘jumped’ onto hardwood species.  In North America it has had a significant impact .on their hardwood species.  Larch is dormant at the moment but there are large numbers of larch in the West Country.
	


Appendix 1

Suggested current Members

1. A representative of Christie Devon Estates
2. A representative of the MOD
3. elected members; (2 x DCC, TDC, NDC,  West Devon Borough Council)
4. A representative from the North Devon AONB Partnership (chairman or vice

chairman)
5. A representative from the Taw Torridge Estuary Forum
6. Environment Agency,
7. Natural England,
8. Bideford College

9. Petroc
10. Devon Association of Parish Councils
11. National Farmers Union

12. North Devon Fishermen¹s Association
13. North Devon Biosphere Foundation
14. National Trust

15. North Devon Plus
16. Coastwise
17. Beaford Arts

18. Tarka Trust

19. up to 3 experts co-opted by the partnership

NEW MEMBERS

1. Devon Sea Fisheries Committee
2. Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
3. Lundy Management Group
4. Forestry Commission
5. Clinton Devon Estates

Corresponding members

1.University of Exeter,

2.University of Plymouth,

3.Exmoor National Park,

4.Dartmoor National Park,

5.Westcountry Rivers Trust,

6.S W Regional Development Agency,

7.MPs, 

8.Local Member of House of Lords,

9.North Devon Theatres,

10.UK MaB Committee,

11.RHS Rosemoor.

Appendix 2

Atlantic Array Offshore
Wind Farm Project

Presentation to 

North Devon Biosphere

22 January 2010

RWE’s Carbon Footprint


RWE npower renewables

· RWE npower renewables UK subsidiary of RWE Innogy

· RWE Innogy established 2008 to reduce RWE’s carbon intensity

· Spend €1.1 billion per year until 2013

Aim to be a top 3 company in the European RE sector by 2020

UK Market Leader in Offshore Wind

Offshore Wind Round 3

· 8 January 2010 DECC and The Crown Estate announced winners of 9 Round 3 offshore wind farm licenses

· Zone 8 is located in the outer Bristol Channel

· Zone 3 is the Dogger Bank

Developing Zone 8 
The Atlantic Array Project


· 1500 megawatts

· 250 wind turbines

· 30m to 55m water depth

· 8m to 10m tidal range

· Connected to National Grid at Alverdiscott substation, North Devon

Project Programme

Powering up in 2015

We have:

· Commitment

· People

· Strategy

· Ambition

The Crown Estate, the IPC & Ofgem

· TCE is a contributing development partner – zone development committee, embedded zone representatives, “enabling” actions

· Developers have signed up to milestones & budgetary control by TCE

· Project will be delivered under the IPC regime – early consultation, preparation of ES, Appropriate Assessment, Submission of draft ES to consultees & negotiation, Submission of ES to IPC

· Role of the Marine Management Organisation in support of the IPC

·  Electrical infrastructure will be owned by a 3rd party “OFTO” following a competitive tender at some point – which is managed  by OFGEM

EIA activities during 2010 & 2011

· Offshore surveys of birds, marine mammals, geophysical conditions, metocean conditions, commercial shipping & marine ecology

· Detailed site investigation surveys including drilling bore holes for met mast & deployment of wave monitoring devices

· Baseline surveys of physical conditions, biological life and human activities on site

·  Onshore surveys covering ecology, ornithology, visual & landscape, noise, hydrology & soils, archaeology & transport & traffic 

Onshore electrical infrastructure

· 400kV grid connection at Alverdiscott, Bideford

· Between 6 – 10 export cables within 45m – 65m construction corridor

· Additional onshore substation of approx 10 ha either at coastal location or close to Alverdiscott

· Haskoning (2007) & RPS (2009) assessments within study area leading to a long list and preliminary short list of 4 landfall sites along the coast

· Next steps to present findings to Local Authorities, Natural England & Environment Agency

Port options for Atlantic Array

Port infrastructure

· Options at Milford Haven, Swansea / Port Talbot & Yelland

· Assessment in progress to define build and maintenance philosophies in order to define parameters for port requirements

· Assessment of costs and timetable for each option

· Possibility of separate port for construction and for operations & maintenance

Local Benefits

Appendix 3

· Objective

·  Bring same level of planning to the marine environment as there is currently on land

·  Introduces concept of Marine Spacial Planning

·  Heavy emphasis on fishing, fisheries and conservation, coastal access 

· Intended to…

·  Provide streamlined regulation and better protection for marine wildlife

·  Establish an integrated planning system and framework for managing marine   and coastal waters

·  Manage what happens in the seas surrounding the UK

·  Identify and reconcile potential use conflicts 

· Timetable

·  Received Royal Assent in 4Q09 

·  Effectively in force from 2Q10

· Detail will be defined in Secondary Legislation and Guidance

·  Implications

· Implementing Organisation

·  Marine Management Organisation (MMO)

·  Defined as a Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB)

·  Staff mainly from existing Marine and Fisheries Agency

·  Provide a single independent planning authority for the marine environment

·  Will advise Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC) and enforce decisions

· How will the MMO work ?

·  Aims to be the “Champion of the Seas” 

·  “Work closely with” Natural England, Joint Nature Conservation Committee,     IPC, Maritime and Coastal Agency

·  Will “…not reinvent the wheel, …..but provide much better coordination and   overall management of what is already in place….”

·  Marine Policy Statement

·  Appeals procedure

·  Define Marine Conservation Zones

·  Significant unilateral power

· Marine Plans

·  Marine plans including “Marine Spacial Plans”   developed consistent with the MPS

·  Will expand on the policy for specific areas 

·  Either developed by MMO or coordinated

·  Will include developments, fishing activities under EUCFP, licensed exemptions   to nature conservation legislation

·  Limits are Mean High Water Spring Tide to  either the Continental Shelf or the Renewable   Energy Zone

· Marine Protected Areas

·  Places protected from (man made) damage or disturbance

·  Network to be established by 2012

·  Linked to provide coherent network, to promote the recovery and conservation
· Existing MPAs
·  Special Areas of Conservation

· Special Protection Areas

· Subtidal Sites of Special Scientific Interest

· Voluntary Marine Protected Areas   of marine ecosystems 

Coastwise aims to champion the North Devon Marine and Coastal environment by….

·  Promoting knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of the natural and cultural history of    North Devon’s  coastal and marine environments 

·  Undertaking associated educational, research and other relevant activities 

·  We regard these as entirely consistent with the Biosphere’s
· Participation

·  Have a delegate on Devon MCZ Group 

·  Have lobbied members of both Houses of Parliament and received good responses

·  Researched suitable areas for protection
· Working Policy : be involved and actively promote…..

·  Recognition of the natural history value of the whole of the ND Biosphere’s Hartland/Lundy/Lynmouth triangle

·  The introduction within it of greater protection for specific vulnerable areas, such as inter-tidal zones and the extension of existing protection for the Lundy area
·  Recognition of the need to apply both good science and sub-regional economic and social factors in the selection and designation process for protected areas
Appendix 4

Nautisme Espace Atlantique


Sustainable Development of the Marine Leisure Sector
Themes
· Theme 1: Marine Leisure and Economic   
        
   Development

· Theme 2: Marine Leisure and Environment

· Theme 3 : Watersports, Health and Social 
            Inclusion

· Theme 4: Transversal Actions 

20 Common Activities
· Economy

· 3 activities

· Environment

· 5 activities

· Transversal

· 3 activities

Three Local Actions
· Educational environmental tool kit

· Surf bus and beach side storage facilities

· Eco- manufacturing of watersports equipment
Why North Devon?
· To understand the key dynamics of the watersports business sector

· To develop a strategic approach to the sustainable development of the sector

· To build capacity within the area and the industry to respond to opportunities and challenges

· To build cohesion and co-operation through joint working and networking

· To develop, share and learn from good practices amongst European project Partners

· To represent Devon at the Atlantic Watersports Games 
North Devon Active Coast
Website
· A hub specifically designed  for Watersports

· Links to EU Partners websites

· northdevon.com and visit Devon

Value of the Sector
· Estimated £80 m turnover per annum

· 2000 staff employed in watersports

· Businesses turned over less than £250k 

· Watersports equipment manufacturers £1.65 m of products

· 149, 000 guests stayed in accommodation for the watersports activities

