
What value does nature have …What condition is nature in?
NATURE is

geology, soil, air, water, all 
living things, natural processes and functions

NATURE’S 
BENEFITS 

nutrition, transport, 
energy, materials, recreation, 

businesses, flood protection
NATURE provides
food, climate, wellbeing

Sustainability appraisal  
of local plans

Environmental impact assessment 
of projects and programmes

The natural capital approach 
to a sustainable future for the sea

CONSIDERING NATURE IN DECISIONS AND SAFEGUARDING BENEFITS

Natural capital accounts

to society?

to the economy?

quantity

quality

 trend

physical economic

Asset and Risk Register

Regulatory impact 
assessment

Photo credits North Devon Biosphere except: (top row) underwater – Keith Hiscock / (middle row) whelk – D&S IFCA, kayaker – North Devon Coast AONB / (bottom row) boats – Roger Hoad
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