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2 NDMP (2)

SECTION 1: SUMMARY OF RELEVANT EU AND UK
QUOTA AND EFFORT MANAGEMENT REGIMES FOR
SPECIES TARGETED IN THE NDMP AREA

T

Fishing opportunities are the access rights granted to companies, individual
fishers and members of the public that allow them to fish.

These opportunities come in many different forms, from a fishing licence to
operate a 6 metre to go potting for lobster to the quota held by a 70 metre pelagic
trawler to catch 50 tonnes of herring over the year.

Fishing opportunities aim to prevent overfishing, reduce conflict between users,
and ensure good practices are upheld in utilising the natural resource. Fishing
opportunities are the enforceable restrictions within which fishers can legally fish.
These vary significantly in character and stringency. Some fishing opportunities
come in the form of territorial rights which allow authorised fishers to harvest
species in a defined territory. This kind of opportunity is most appropriate for
sedentary stocks such as bivalves.

Where stocks are not heavily fished, granting fishing opportunities is
straightforward — fishers apply for a licence and they can fish relatively freely if
they meet the requirements. However, for commercial fisheries, many fishers
want to access the same fish and shellfish stocks and there is a risk of overfishing.
In these cases, it is common for fishing authorities to distribute fishing rights (e.g.
a quota limit on catches/landings) to limit access. '

Authorities then consider wider socio-economic and environmental implications
in how they allocate these fishing opportunities. This process is complex and
often political, especially at the international and national levels. Fishing
opportunities under quota management or other forms of ‘rights-based’
allocation (RBM = Rights Based Management) are the most contentious. This is
because there are usually some ‘winners” and ‘losers’ that result from quota
allocation whilst for most non-quota stocks, access is usually distributed equally
for licence holders. Non-quota commercial fishers under effort controls will in
most cases have the same duration of fishing access across the board.

Catch quotas are a type of opportunity that specify the tonnage of fish stocks
that can be caught. These are most common for large commercial stocks.

Other fishing opportunities come in the form of open fishing within fishing
seasons, limited entry and gear restrictions. All regulated fishing opportunities
include licensing arrangements that set out basic requirements which fishers
must comply with. In the case of commercial fishing, licences are often fishery-
specific, attached to a vessel and necessary to hold quotas.?
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Fishing opportunities can be grouped into quota management and effort management

.




